o what s to be sakd on

the prospect of leaving

your dear campus [or a

semester (or mare) i

seareh of more exotic

shores? Insite Interviews
two veleran study-abroaders, Chloe
Giraham and Chris Hodges to get the
elizh from the horse's mouth...

INSITE: Where are you from?
CHLOE: Cold Spring, Minnesota. | go
to the College of St. Benedict in
Minnesota, but my study abroad pro-
grivn was through the University of
Wisconsin-Plattville; they have their
own program in Spain

CHRIS: Grand Rapids, Michigan. [
went o the University of Michigan.
My program was University of
Michigan sponsored through CIEE
(Council for Intermational Education
and Exchange).

INSITE: Where did you study
abroad?

CHLOE: Seville, Spain. At the
Spanish American Instibute, so all the
teachers were Spanish, It was basi-
cally a school for American students
fresn ol over the Stafes; there were
very few native Spaniards,

CHRIS: T went 1o Charles University
in Prague, the Czech Republic,
INSITE: What did vou study while
vou were there?

CHLOE: Spanish and some
Psychology.

CHRIS: Crech - language, literature,
itstory and architecture, The whole
kit 'n’ caboodle.

INSITE: Why did you decide to go
abroad?

CHLOE: Because | had visited Spain
before and | knew that | wanted to go
there again. And because | study
Spanish in college.

CHRIS: | was an area studics major
and I figured when else am [ going to
get to go abroad? When | work for
some job that pays me way too litthe
and only gives me 2.4 days vacation
per year, or when | have three
sereaming kids.

INSITE: What was the best aspect
of your study abroad program?

CHLOE: The schonl that | went
through (U-Wise) because we got to
live with Spanish host families and
the program ook us on trips on the
wiekenids,

CHRIS: Getting laid. No, um, friends |
met on the program...beyond the fact
that | was in Prague, which was pret-
ty damn cool,

INSITE: Did you Feel Pully
immersed in the culture?

CHLOE: Yes, by the host families and
trmveling arovod and just walking
through the streets and gomg to the
discos and all..

CHREIS: No, becanse [ lived inoa for-
cigner dorm and the other kids on my
program were pretty much there 1o
party.

INSITE: Did you stay longer in

Spain that expected?

CHLOE: Well, T traveled around after
my program was over, but | had
planned that

CHRIS: Yeah, an extra month alter the
program endid, which involved some
haranguing to find a place (o stay.
INSITE: What was your biggest
challenge while abroad?

CHLOE: The distance from my family,
and the linguage barrier ol first, bat
of course that got easier with time,
CHRIS: Leaming what to do in a for-
eipn country. The progmm director
was reslly bad, s0 we had to leam
things in a foreign language pretiy
much by ourselves, like buy (rain
tickets, how 1o use public ransit, buy
proceries, e,

INSITE: Did you get homesick?
CHLOE: Yeah, of course. Especially
around the holidays, But it was miore
bittersweet, and it was well worth it
I had e-mail and phones and letiers,
and my boyfriend came and visited
e,

CHRIS: 1 missed my friends, bat not
my Tomily,

INSITE: Do you have any clos-
ing advice for students planning
to go abroad?

CHLOE: Pack light! And it is worth
spending the oxtra money to do
things related to the eulture you're
invalved in 1 regred that [ didn'e trae-
el more,

CHRELS: Either take a class in the lan-
puage where you'ne going, or at least
have a degree of interest in where
you are - don't just go to drink and
party and iravel. You get 20 much
e oul of it i you want to Jearn
about where you are,
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